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FCC broadband plan

raises hopes, concerns

Issue: The FCC has finally issued its long-awaited
National Broadband Plan, a 376-page document

that spells out the future for high-speed Internet

access including mobile wireless services.

Background: The draft plan in development for
more than a year includes a full chapter dealing
with how to find more spectrum for broadband
wireless services. The FCC has earmarked some
500 MHz of new spectrum that could be freed up
during the next 10 years, with 300 MHz possible
within five years.

Implications: Getting from recommendation to
regulation will be no small task. The FCC has made
potentially controversial recommendations to
harvest even more spectrum from TV broadcasters,
while other sources of bandwidth may carry added
restrictions. For cable operators, however, the plan
could offer opportunities to pick up spectrum
licenses in the next decade, all of which could help
them field new wireless services.
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